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Energy Commissioner announces a Covenant of Mayors 2030 as part of 3-point strategy
Energy Commissioner Miguel Arias Cañete was in Paris today to discuss strategies to
leverage cities’ contribution to the climate agenda, as the mayors of 30 large cities just
unveiled plans for joint public procurement to intensify their efforts ahead of the COP21.
The cities’ declaration mentions the local leaders’ commitment to the Covenant of Mayors and a
pledge to achieve the EU’s new 40% CO2-reduction target. “Your commitment to reducing greenhouse
gas emissions by at least 20% by 2020 has already borne fruit”, said Commissioner Cañete. “Along
the way it has created thousands of jobs, reduced energy insecurity, and paved the way for the
energy transition we need. I am delighted that the Declaration that you are going to sign later today
goes even further. The 40% reduction in emissions by 2030 that you will subscribe to is what we will
bring to the table in Paris later this year,” added the Commissioner outlining a three-point roadmap on
how to “get there together”.
1. Consolidating cities’ role within the 2030 framework: ‘New Covenant’ to be launched on 13
October
Taking stock of the Covenant of Mayors’ achievements, which now gathers over 6,000 cities, the
Commissioner expressed the need for an “ambitious Covenant post-2020”, to be launched at the
occasion of a high-level ceremony which will be held this year in Brussels, on 13 October.
The Covenant of Mayors model was widely praised by the attending city representatives, including the
mayors of Nicosia, Geneva, Bordeaux, Florence and also Athens – which just signed up to the
movement last month.
2. Streamlining all city-related initiatives
“I have spoken with many of you who have told me how confusing it is dealing with different EU
platforms, projects, schemes and initiatives,” said the Commissioner, announcing the creation of a
sort of “one-stop shop” to ensure the Commission efficiently speaks with one voice to cities. “I am
happy to inform you that at the request of President Juncker, we are working to streamline the way we
deal with cities. No mixed messages, no duplication and more
coherence.” The first step of this plan he said, would be the hosting of a joint Covenant of Mayors and
Mayors Adapt Ceremony on 13 October, to “bring mitigation and adaptation closer to one another.”
3. Exporting the European model
Commissioner Cañete also talked about exporting the Covenant of Mayors model beyond European
borders. “We need to export this model across the world because global warming is a global fight. By
becoming "Energy Union ambassadors" at home and abroad, European cities will continue to lead the
fight against global climate change”, he said.
In her concluding address, the host of the Conference and Mayor of Paris Anne Hidalgo invited the
mayors to formally adopt the above-mentioned declaration, praising the role of local elected
representatives, united beyond political affiliations to provide concrete and innovative solutions at the
service of their citizens. “This commitment sends a strong signal to governments, businesses and civil
society”, she said adding that the “movement of March 26th” was set to get the ball rolling “all along
2015 and even beyond”.
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